
I . - 

29 

SUBJECT: Probability of Mrect Chinese Commvlist Intervention Zn 
KOrea 

mm: To essess the probability of an open Cumiknt  of 
Chinese Conrmunt 'st armed forces in Karea. 



In vim 02 ~ h c :  lnanentous repercussions f'rom such an overt action, 
h m e r ,  it appears m o r e  probable t h a t  the Chhese Comnnxnist 
participation in the Korean conflict w i l l  be more indirect, al- 
though ai6nificant, and w i l l  bo limited to integrat-iirg into tho 
Ilorth 'Ibrean f omes Wanchurian volunteers," perhaps including 
air units as W c U  as ~ o u n a  troops, 

2. PeSent staim I'M  torea an paces. 

The decision whether ar not to coraoit Chinese Cammunl * 3t E wces 
Kill depend in part on the a- - 'tJ of Is(m?an nmporrpeir, bow in 
?- and that part of fiaea nou in Colamurist haIk&3. 

Lkancbian czmptgas of 1p&5 to 1940 renlain in mchuria a d  there 

currmt 
esth33ha by the Deparbent of the Amy &ate that b,OOO trained 
K o r e a n  veterans who had served aith the Chinese C m a t s  in the 

ccnstitute a strategic North ibrean reserve. It is notawthy, 
howaver, that (1) since 1 August ibrth itoreans have been using 
cmbat replacements with as UM.e as tau wwkls lxdnitg; and 
(2) the k t h  ~ ~ J A I I S  vrauld l0giaa11.y have c d t t e d  
or,gatzized &man units soon after farces had been conrmitted 
because at that time the impact of 40,000 trained troops pobably 
wuuld have been decisive. 

available 

The forego- consideratims indicab either that aqy Kcrrean 
ream in Eap&uria was so dispersed that it did not ctons-Utute 
an effective reserve OF that tMs reserve never in fact existed. 
Weme,  the possibjlity that K c r e a n  reserves in Umchuria have 
ncw been collected and reorganiszed and that sclme are acllirr enroutk 
to the copbat area tends t o  be discanted by the fact that the 
time &aped since 25 &me s h m  hirve par~;dtted the cqymisatiun 
and corimdhent of the ma$x5tiy of this re8m rhioh muld have 
been far superiar in qwiUQr to those virtuaVurdxained North 
Izorean tsoaps that have m..tua)lg been uiXK.zed 3n the -tinge 
On balance, therefme, it appears hig&r ~ b a b l e -  that if a Ccpp. 
&st Victory in Korea ia to be &eved by the end of the par 
the lwth Korean forces must noar rely on either M e t  ar Chinese 
Com&i&.resaurcw for decisive augmmtatim, 
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af Lin Eiao'a 4th Fleld Arqy-totalIing perhaps 100,OOO cambat 
vetmans-are' -.in Etncluria and are p-0-7 located dong or 
adjacent ia t he  Korean border, in posit;ion far rapid corrrmihmrb 
in mea, 

ApproLyitely 2u),OOO conmnist regulars under ISieh Jung-chenls 
coarmruld are presently d e p l w  i n  the North china area, Some of 
these troops have been reported m u t e  to Lbnohuria. 

The Chinese Conmn&ats are believed to possess an a& force 
to ta l l ing  200 to 250 operational canbat aircraft, m e  a t s  of 
which are reportedly deployed in I:anclnrria, 

4. =cations ~f Chinese co~rmnist -on to B&ene. 

- a. Propaganda. 

.. Rep03.b af prepmatiLon far this move were received as early as 
Febrruary 199, well in advance of the assault; on Hainan br LIWs 
farces. Although these preparaUons ham been part af 
announced CCF plans far dembiXzation, it appears more likely 
tataP, these &emezxts ware Korean troops of I;Ln Piaors q being 
released to the North Kmean Army, 

300 -aft. 
2. The three airfields in the Antung area could handle a t o t a l  of 
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.;;:. ,. I&th &rean A i r  Force> *ere t h a t  dqleted fmco can so& refuge 
from UII air attacks, I.?um~ous reparts of recent I?arth Korean 
activi.t;, inch- reve-t construction at airfields south af 
the 38th Paral le l  have been received, Theso construction reports 
could indicate the imminent furward m o v e m a t  af atr reinforcements 
far the 1'kwt.h Kcrreans. Although stme of this anticipated air sup- 
port might be provided by the a8 mt untested Qljneso thnauxu 'st Bir 
Force, there is no firm evfdence to support such a conhntdon, 
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5. FactQrs?f i l i tawgAg ainst  Chinese Casamtnist Intervention. 
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